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SERIOUS ADDRESS, 


Sc. Cc. Sc. 


/ 
My dear Brethren in Chriſt, 


F a man that is healed of a grievous diſeaſe, 
which the whole world labours under, is fit to 
ſpeak of the cure, to the honour of the phyſician 
by whom he 1s reſtored, and invite others to come 
to him and be ws =" I have ſome pretenſions to 
the liberty I take, in addrefling theſe few pages to 
my dear brethren, who are members with me of 
one living head, Chriſt Jeſus our Loxp; who 
aſſures us in 1 Corin. vi. 19th and 2oth verſes, 
that we are not our own, for he hath bought us 
with a price—even that of making his own ſou 
an offering for our ſins, that we by. his ftripes 
might be healed of every ſickneſs, and every foul 
diſeaſe. And hence he requires us to © glorify 
God in our bodies and in our ſpirits, which are 
God's;” or, as Paul words it in xiith Rom. 1 and 
2, I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living 
ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, as your rea- 
ſonable ſervice; and be not conformed to this world, 


but be transformed by the renewing of your 


mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 2 5 
B acceptable, 


1 
acceptable, and perfect will of God:“ by walk- 
ing in obedience to him who hath redeemed us 
from the bondage of ſin and death, and brought us 
into the liberty of the children of God. And who, 
when he was about to part with us here to take 
poſſeſſion for us of an inheritance above, moſt 
earneſtly, affectionately, and pathetically prayed 
his Father, that we who were not then in his viſible 
fold might be kept from the evil of the world. 
And does not every ſincere child of God and ſer- 


vant of Chriſt moſt heartily join in that prayer 


with their whole ſouls? I can ſpeak for myſelf, 
that in hunger I never deſired food more ardently, 
or in extreme thirſt longed for refreſhing fluids, 
„than my ſoul has earneſtly panted to be ſuch a. 
partaker of the bleſſings contained in that prayer 
of our dear Lord, that even my whole ſoul, body, 
and ſpirit might be fo transformed into the 1 image 
of Chriſt, that nothing ſenſual might remain, if 
it was his will, and accorded with that ftate of 
hourly dependance on him, which is effential to 
keep the graces of faith, hope, and love alive 


and vigorous in the ſoul while dwelling in thele. 
| tents of Kedar. 


That I was born in fin, * infected Above moſt 
(if not all) men with that loathſome diſeaſe of a 
univerſal conformity to the world, in ſpeech, 
manners, habits, and principles, ſome who knew. 
me early in life can teſtify. And though I am, 
willing to allow Mr. Huntingdon and ſome, others. 
the exalted title of Sinner Saved, yet I muſt claim 
the pre-eminence, beyond, the power. of confuta-; 
Zion, ahd ee Jam ae CHIEF of ſinners ſaved. 
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And though I would be. as. far from offering my 
Saviour a compenſation for that difinguiſhing 
grace as the thief who received the fame grace on 
the croſs, yet with the man after God's own heart 
I am apt to ſay, when I feel the weight of my 
obligations, Whatſhall I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits to me?“ Am J herein fingular 
or alone? Does not every redeemed ſoul, when 
ſet at liberty from thraldom and walking in the 
joy of their Lord, feel a ſimilar emanation of love? 
though perhaps, like me, they may often expreſs it 
in incoherent words, under the embarraſſment of the 
overflowings of his heart being too great for the 
narrow channel of articulation. Several fcripture 
inſtances confirm my query, and L have no doubt 
but many a precious ſoul, unpopular in the world 
or in the church, has ſo eaten of his apples, and 
drank of his flagons, till they have been thus di- 
vinely inebriated with the ſpirit of his love. 

It is to ſuch, or thoſe only who have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, and feel the name of 
Jeſus precious to their ſouls, that I am now writ- 
ing. All others are as unſtable as water, there- 
fore they cannot excel. The formaliſts, the hypo- 
crites, and the abandoned world, I have nothing 
to do with—they are, like Pharaoh, lords over 
themſelves; they know not Jeſus of Nazareth for 
their Lord, neither will they regard him; but 
whatſoever appears right in their eyes that will 
they do, without any regard to the word of God, 
or the welfare of man. It 1s thoſe only within the 
Church of Chriſt that chriſtians are to judge.“ God 
fog them that are without, and he 1 is angry with 


B 2 . the 


1 


the Sid: every day. ” How many among thoſe 
three claſſes are contained in that ſweet ſpeech of 
our dear Lord's Other ſheep I have which are 
not of this fold,” &c. no man knoweth ; but this 
we know, that when they, or any of them are 
brought into this fold under one ſhepherd, their 
whole conduct and deportment becomes amena- 
ble to the fold,. meaſured by the word of that 
bleſſed one ſhepherd. Nor can any of the ſheep 
who are truly waſhed from their filthineſs wilfully 
lay down in the dirt and wallow in the mire; un- 
leſs it be in the dark: and ſo fearful are they of 
defilement, and ſo jealous of themſelves, know- 
ing the propenſities of the old man (who though 
ſubdued 1s not renewed) that with an old expe- 
rienced pilgrim they are often crying, Examine 
me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and 
my heart, for thy loving kindneſs is before mine 
eyes I will walk in thy truth, and not ſet with 
| vain perſons, neither will I go with diſſemblers, 
for I hate the congregation (or company) of evil 
doers, and will not ſet with the wicked,” &c. We 
may add— Neither will I imitate them any longer 
in ſpeech, manners, habits, or principles. Let 
the time paſt ſuffice, wherein I have, in theſe 
things, wrought the will of the fleſh, ſince I am 
now redeemed from the world and my vain con- 
verſation therein, I can moſt ſincerely adopt the 
language of a heathen poet, as well to my vain 
habits as my ſelf-righteouſneſs, and fay— 


« What was my pride is now my ſhame, 


© And ſhall be turn d to hate.“ 


— 42 Hae eres = > - — — 
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If this is the pure language of thy ſoul, Reader, 
when you underſtand that conformity to the 
world is diſpleaſing to your Lord and Maſter in- 
jurious to the life of faith, hope, and love in 
your own ſoul—a ſtumbling-block to the ungodly, 
and an occaſion of offence to your weak brethren 
in Chriſt, I am perſuaded, if you feel your de- 
liverance from the law in your members which 
war againſt the law of the mind, and your heart 
thankful for that deliverance, you will imitate 
your dear brother Paul, and ſay, if meat or hair- 
powder, faſhions and vain cuſtoms make my bro- 
ther to offend, I will uſe them no more while the 
world ſtandeth. Now then let us bring our coin, 
the Act with all its actuating motives, and weigh 


them in this nice and never- varying balance of 
che ſanctuary— 


« V. Baiſoever i is not of faith, is fn” 


Here, I think, none will be ſo hardy or bare- 
faced as to try this ſacred beam with ſuch ſound- 
ing braſs and tinkling cymbals as all thoſe vain 
excuſes and ſubterfuges which are urged by car- 
nal profeſſors, in pleading for their powdered heads, 
and whatever finful habits they chooſe to indulge. 
No! conſcious of their lightneſs in this ſcale, 
they will endeavour to divert us from the trial by 
weighing other men and other things, till their own 
fin and vanity ſeem to be loſt, or quite overlooked, 
through their attention to the deficzency of others. 
Hence, inſtead of honeſtly trying the ſterling 
worth of their own arguments, or rather excules, 


they will tell us, There is as much hypocriſy 
. | | and 


Cw) 


and diſſimulation in thoſe who do not wear pow- 
der and follow faſhions as thoſe who do—That 
there is no real religion in any kind of dreſs what- 
ever—That external things are mere bodily exer- 
ciſe which profit but little That religion is in 
the heart, and not in any ou rd habits or man- 
A | - 

The firſt excuſe ai the 0 and only 
includes others in a different form with themſelves. 
The ſecond is a ſubtle evaſion of ſcripture; ſee 1 Pet. 
111. 2, 3, where you may ſee, as well as in other 


portions of the ſacred word, that though there is 


no religion in dreſs, yet our obedience to the 
Goſpel requires a certain deportment both in habit 
and manners, anſwerable to the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and not after the world. The third, 


though true, does not ſuperſede the fact that a 


real internal change, or the in- dwelling of the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, produces an external change expreſ- 
five of the ſoul's internal deſire to ſerve and 
pleaſe his new maſter in all things. The fourth 
leads me to a ſerious enquiry what religion is. 


It is a word very familiarly ufed, but little under- 


ſtood. Every ſe& has its religion, and there are 


but two out of them all whoſe principles of ac- 


tion accord with their profeſſion. The word be- 
ing compound, I conceive it to have been com- 
poſed originally thus—rely-g: or jub-on; that is, 
Heliance on Jehovah, God. The goſpel of Jeſus 


Chriſt, as the means by which rebellious ſinners 


are brought to that reliance, I paſs over; and 


taking it only in this point of view, that real re- 


icon 18 neither more nor. leſs than a ſincere con- 
ä | fidential 


| 5 
fidential reliance on that God which the profeſſor 
pretends to truſt in. I ſay, there are only two 
ſects in all the earth that act by principles anſwer- 
able to their profeſſion, viz. thoſe who worſhip 
Mammon, and they that truſt truly in the living 
God. Each are really alike actuated by the ſmiles 
or frowns of their diſtinct deities. If the world 


favours the former with its gifts and ſmiles, their 


capacity of happineſs is as full as it can poſſibly 
contain ; if it frowns and blaſts their earthly views, 


they know no greater degree, of wretchedneſs. 


Juſt ſo it is exactly with the real Chriſtian living 
in the conſtant habit of faith: while the Lord 
ſhines in upon his ſoul, nothing that men or devils 
can do to him can damp his joy; and if he ſeems 
to frown upon him, not all that earth can give can 
replace the loſs. They are alſo both equally 
anxious to pleaſe or. ſerve their ſeveral maſters x 
whatever is -propoſed to them, the firſt enquiry is, 


Will it pleaſe or offend my God? If the ſervant 


of the world is urged to any civil or religious 
act, and his mind ever ſo convinced of its moral 
and natural good, yet if he apprehends the leaſt 
offence to the world by doing it, or that it will 
undervalue him but one thought among his fa- 
miliars, he will forbear, at the riſk of perpetual 
reproaches from within. And by the ſame prin- 
ciple the man whoſe truſt is oxLY in the Lord, 

will put at defiance every confideration that claſhes 
with his defire to pleaſe him who hath called him. 

They will alſo equally boaſt of what they hold as 
their chief good. While the man of the world 
e! in his honours, titles, or wealth, the true: 
ow. | ' ſervant 


„ 


ſervant of Chriſt joyfully ſays, My ſoul ſhall 
make her boaſt in the Lord; and the humble ſhall 
hear thereof and be glad.” And they differ only 
in this particular, viz. the worldling being only 
of the fleſh, has but one principle, conſequently 
knows no internal conflict but that of jarring - 
paſſions; while the man of God, poſſeſſed of two 
oppoſing principles fleſh and ſpirit, is like a city 
in the centre of two armies, torn with inteſtine 
broils. The fleſh, by its earthly and ſenſual de- 
fires, is perpetually luſting againſt the ſpirit ; and 
the ſpirit, being a divine principle, as reſolutely 
oppoſes it, and is determined to have the domi- 
nion: and thus they both will fight till one ex- 
Pires. = 
But to return to thoſe four cited objections, and 
meet them on their own ground ; we will ſuppoſe 
them all to be united into one ſolid truth : what 
do they amount to? Not a ſyllable or even a let- 
ter towards proving that conformity to the world 
is pleaſing to God; and if not pleaſing to him it 
cannot be in faith; and“ without faith it is in- 
p9ffible to pleaſe him.” Neither is it edifying or 
pleaſing to the children of God, who are enjoined 
in Rom. xv. Not to pleaſe themſelves; but 
every one to pleaſe his neighbour, for his good to 
 edification.”” None but thoſe who are in Chriſt 
are included in this exhortation ; nor are any of 
the evangelical precepts or promiſes applicable to 
the children of this world; for the argument 
which the Apoſtle uſes to enforce the precept 1s 
irrelative to them, viz. Even as ChRISSH pleaſed 
not himſelf.“ As if he ſhould ſay, Ye 1 5 | 
| | _ 
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who are all members of one body, ſo united one to 
another, that if any one be lacking the body 1s 
incomplete, ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe your carnal ſelves; be- 


cats Chriſt, who is ſovereign Lord of heaven 
and earth, angl needed not our aid, as we who 


are ſtrong do the help of the weakeſt of the 
flock, pleaſed not himſelf, but cheerfully ſuf- 
fered the reproaches due to us to fall on him- 
ſelf. And Paul, by this principle, imitates his 


Maſter, where he ſays, „All things are lawful 


for me, but all things are not expedient, becauſe 


all things edify not.” Hence, though with a clear 
conſcience he ſaw his privilege to eat any meat, 
without aſking what it-was facrificed to, yet he 
cheerfully refrains from that, and other comfort- 
able privileges, merely to avoid giving offence to 
the weak brethren; and ſweetly exhorting all 
Chriſtians to follow him as he followed Chriſt, he 
ſays, Let no man ſeek his own, but ev ery man 
another's wealth ;” and commands, that whatever 
they do, they ſhould do all to the glory of God. 
And in 1 Cor. viii. he ſhews us plainly, that when 
we uſe our liberty as a ſtumbling- block to our 
weak brethren, and make them offend, and wound 
their weak conſciences, we ſin againſt Chriſt. — 


How aggravated then muſt the tranſgreſſion be, 


when by taking a liberty our maſter gives us not, 
we ſin thus againſt them, and cauſe, as far as we 
can, our werte brother to periſh, for whom Chrift 
died, through our love to the world, or a con- 
ceived knowledge of liberty which they ſee not! 

C Al 
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All who read their Bibles will acknowledge, 


that it is a poſitive command in Rom. xii. 2. to 


the children of God, and to them only (there 
called Brethren,) to be Nonconformifts to the world. 
But obſervation proves the fact, that it. is almoſt 


univerſally diſobeyed, and even the few that are 


excepted are eſteemed by their brethren as fools 
or fanatics. The way by which this evangelic 


precept is become ſo ſighted and neglected as it 
is at this preſent day, is ſimilar to the method by 


which the ſerpent beguiled Eve, viz. reſtricting 
the command to the limits of our carnal ideas and 
perverſe wills. Firſt, they aſſert, or ſuppoſe, 
that a certain degree of conformity is neceſſary, 
if not eſſential; then the conſequence follows, 
that every man's inclination or ſituation in life is 
made the meaſure of his tether of Chriſtian liberty 
in an unchriſtian and finful imitation of the un- 


godly. Thus, from look to handle, from handle 


to bite, from bite to taſte, and from taſte to eat; 
they (I mean the profeſſed followers of the de- 
ſpiſed Nazarine,) have gone as far as Eve could 
go, and ſwallowed the whole apple; ſo that now 
it is as impoſſible to diſtinguiſh a profeſſor of 
Chriſt from a ſervant of Belial, by their outward 
garb and deportment, as from a ſack to ok out 
two peas that grew in one pod. 

But the ſubject. which has again forced me to 


ſtand forth in print as an open reprover, contains 


abundantly more evil than the bare aping of fa- 
ſhion. It is actually a wilful offering of a guinea 


to the Devil, in the great idol of Fw which he 
has 7 


3 
; 


0 


has ſet up to be worſhipped by all nations, and 1s 
a ſhameful and finful contribution towards coun- 
tenancing the ungodly, and ſtrengthening the 
hands of the wicked, murderous, and oppreſſive 
ſons of Belial : and further, it is in effect ſuch a 


wil ful putting of our hands to the deſtruction of 


mankind, and the ſlaughter of our brethren, as ac- 
tually defiles their conſciences, who do it, with the 
blood of the ſlain. © And it will not avail any one 

to ſay, I do not give it with that view, while they 
know in their conſciences it is raiſed for that end. 
Nor will it be an excuſe to ſay other taxes con- 
tribute to the ſame ends; for none are ſo impar- 
tially left to the voluntary a& of the will of the 
donor. Meat, drink, light, and raiment, are the 


eſſentials of life; bende every tax upon theſe is 
not left to the will, but is an actual extortion 


taken by force from the conſumers. And woe be 
unto them who extort them for ſuch diabolical 
purpoſes. 
But, (ſay ſome,) though we know it is a va- 
nity, we are neceſlitated to powder, &c. by our 
dependances and obligations in life. If we did- 
not wear powder at this time we ſhould be deemed 
an enemy to the ſtate, and our cuſtomers or em- 
ployers would forſake us.” 
Before I refute this main plea, let me aſk the 
conſcience of the objector before God, if there 
is any truth in it? Have your cuſtomers or em- 
ployers told you ſo? No: Then how dare you aſſert 
a falſehood upon a mere perad venture which has 
no exiſtence in facts? As the Lord once ſent his 


rebellious children to the Recabites to reprove 
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their diſobedience to him, ſo would I ſend ſuch 
fearful and unbelieving ones to the Quakers, for 
a poſitive refutation of their ſubterfuge. Are 
they not almoſt univerſally a proſperous flouriſh- 
ing people in buſineſs? And does any of their 
cuſtomers withdraw from them becauſe of their 
nonconformity to the faſhions of life? No. 
Then upon what ground can you erect ſuch a 
plea, but on the rubbiſh wherewith you would 
hide that pride you are aſhamed to own ; though _ 
you know 1t will one day expoſe you to ſhame, 


and, together with the wood, hay, and ſtubble 


you build thereon, be burnt up. But ſuppoſe the 
Quaker's cuſtomers ſhould tell him, that unleſs he 
forſakes his puritanic habits, and powders his 
hair, they will withdraw their favours from him, 
will he doit? I think not. And why? Becauſe 
no man, ſays he, is Lord over my conſcience. And 
will the Chriſtian, the man that 1s dependant on 
none but the Great Jehovah, ſell his conſcience 
cheaper than he ſells his goods? To their laſting 
ſhame be it ſpoken, ſome who call themſelves 


Chriſtians do. If their cuſtomers aſk for their 


goods they will not give them without an equiva- 
lent return; but if they requeſt them to do that 
which-defiles the conſcience, they will do it with- 
out any gratuity—ſo compliant 1s the deceitful 
heart to the creature, and {o perverſe and rebel- 
lious to the Creator. 

| Now let us meet your plea on the ſuppoſition of 
its being a fact. What is the preponderating con- 
cluſion? We muſt either conform to the world 


pointedly againſt the command of the goſpel, or 


law 


; (17 

low of liberty, by which we are ſaved, and thus 
wound our conſcience, grieve the ſpirit, and af- 
flict Chriſt in his weak members; or we muft 
make up our minds to loſe our bread, be deſpiſed 
by the world, and forſaken of all that the fleſh, 
holds dear. In this ſtatement, what ſhall I do? 
ſays the believer in Chriſt. My Lord, who hath 
redeemed me from the world, and given me an - 

earneſt of better things above, aſſures me I can- 
not ſerve two maſters of ſuch oppoſite 1ntereſts as 
God and Mammon—that if I love the latter, or 
its deareſt and moſt lawful enjoyments, ſuch as 
father and mother, &c. more than him, I am not 
worthy of him. If I obey the world, it is evident I 
am the ſervant of the ſervants of the world. Which 
fide ſhall I take? To ſtand neuter is impoſſible, 
though the Devil will perſuade us it is not, but 
that we may hold with both. Well, let me weigh 
what each «can give. The world, if it ſhould | 
ſmile upon me for, the ſale of my conſcience, I 
know that all its ſmiles are inſincere, and that 
- thoſe very men who now ſeem to court my favour, 
and profeſs the warmeſt attachment to my intereſt, 
would be the firft to forſake me, and ſtab me with 
inſult, if I ſhould fall into adverſity. All the 
good it has to give, if multiplied by millions, 
pertaineth only to the body, which, with all its 
poſſeſſions, is to periſh in the uſing. | 
My ſoul, now ſurvey the counterpart. Is Chriſt 
really mine, and am I his? Then all that he has 
is mine; he cannot let me periſh for lack of 
bread : beſides, his word is pledged to me, that 
though I may look for tribulation , yea, great tri- 
| enen, 
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Dulation, © Bread ſhall be given me, and my 
water ſhall be ſure;” and that if I am called to 


paſs through fire, or through water, the one ſhall 


not overflow me, nor in the other ſhall I be burnt; 


but that, in every ftate and caſe, I ſhall find 


his grace is ſufficient for me: and the honour of 
Jehovah ſtands pledged in his word pofitively 


„that none of them that truſt in him ſhall be 


defolate.” Pſalm xxxiv. 22. And alſo, That as 
my day 1s, ſo ſhall my ftrength of faith be. 
Since he hath given me the bread that cometh 
down from heaven, will he deny me the bread 


from the earth that himſelf hath appointed for 


the ſuſtenance of the body? That be far from 
my ſincere, faithful, loving friend! My ſoul ab- 
hors the diſhonourable thought, and aſpires, in the 
name and help of my Divine Maſter, to ſay, — 
« Avaunt, thou deceitiul world | I will no longer 


be thy ſervant in body, ſoul, 'or ſpirit, while my 


Lord will enable me to caſt off thy yoke, and diſ- 
regard thy ſmiles or frowns, as thou doſt, thoſe of 
my loving Lord. That body of mine, which is be- 
come his right through a divine purchaſe, ſhall 
no longer be a ſlave to your faſhions, cuſtoms, 


or principles; but as far as my Lord will conde- 


ſcend to make it, it ſhall ever be the living tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt: its clothing, &c. ſhall 
henceforth be a covering of its ſhame, and means 
of, its warmth, but no more the ſtudied food for 
its pride. And if you will: forſake me, or even 
perſecute me, yea if even my father and mother 
and deareſt failing friend join with you and for- 
fake wm I know, I ſay I know, that this never- 


failing 


* 
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failing friend, my Lord, will take me up. And 
beyond all this, J know that what he has in rever- 
fion for me as far tranſcends your greateſt gifts as 
light excels darkneſs, or as heaven exceeds hell; 

yea my hope of future joys infinitely outſtretches 
your utmoſt reach of thoughts. O my Lord, for- 
give the unbelief that for a moment poized -the 


{cale. I am thine—I will be thy ſervant for ever. 


Thou haſt not only got my ears bored through to 
thy door-poſts, but 1 my heart is riveted to thee by 


thine own hand; and I only requeſt that in all 


things thou ſhouldft do unto thy ſervant even as 
thou haſt ſaid, Thou ſayeſt that thy grace is fut- 
ficient for me, and I firmly belieye it. Let me 
now in this, and in every trial and exerciſe through 
the wilderneſs, ſweetly feel thy grace drawing my 
heart with cheerful love to do whatever is pleaſing 


in thy fight, and avoid ev ery thing which I am 


not certain thou wilt approve, as pleaſing to thee, 
profitable to my ſoul, or edifying and beneficial 
to thy children; and let me no more be con- 
formed to the world, but univerſally transformed 
by the renewing of my mind into all the imitable 
perfections of my dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Is it poſſible for any ſincere ſoul. thus preſſed 


almoſt out of meaſure with ardent longings to 
ſacrifice every idol, and all things that offend, 
to 1ts dear and loving Lord, and yet feel the fleſh 
like a mighty chain, holding of it back? It is 
poſſible. What then ſhall ſuch a one do? Re- 
ſolve againſt it? Alas! he may reſolve, and re- 
reſolve, with all the conceived powers of human 
fortitude, yet feel the ſame ſhackles ſtill bind his 
ſtruggling 
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ſtruggling ſoul, until his poor heart is rent by the 
internal fight of fleſh and ſpirit contending, like 
the belligerent powers, for conqueſt to gratify 
their oppoſite ends, each urged on by warm defire 
to pleaſe their ſeparate maſters, God and the 
world, that like faithful ſoldiers they will never 
yield, till one by conqueſt fairly wins the day. 

What will he do? Perhaps reaſon, reſolve, watch, 

and fight, till, wearied in*the conflict, his tired 
{ſpirit ſeems to flag, and he 1s ready to conclude 
that all is loſt, and thus bitterly bemoans his 
wretched ſtate :—<* O, (ſays he,) I would be the 
Lord's true and faithful ſervant in all things; for 
truly my heart is towards the King's highway, but 
they that have taken me captive Hold me faſt, and 
refuſe to let me go.” (Jer. 1. 33.) Then, lo, juſt 
at the critical moment when he is near giving up 
all, and perhaps has ſaid, Why ſhould J wait 
for the Lord any longer ?” the Holy Ghoſt lifts up 
a ſtandard, and Jeſus appears, who is ordained 


of God to build his city, and let go his cap- 


lives, not. for price nor reward,” (If. xIlv. 13.) 


and thus gently chides his unbelief: “ Did you 
never read in my word that I had predeſtinated all 
whom I call (to be followers of me) to be con- 
formed to mine own image? (Rom. viii. 29.) 
Wherefore then did you not, when you found 
the fleſh too ftrong for you, put me to my pro- 
miſes, and give me the honour of fulfilling my 
word? Do you think I have ſpoken any thing to 
my people in vain, or cauſed them to truſt in that 
which they never receive? Said I not unto you 
My grace is ſufficient for you: Why then did 
you 


e 
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you fight ſo long with your paltry weapons of 


— and Reſolves ? You know the great Le- 
viathan will laugh at the ſhaking of ſuch ſpears 
as thoſe, and eſteem them only as rotten wood. 
Why did you not lay hold of my word, and tell 


the enemy, that you was not your own—that your 


body, as well as your ſoul, was for the Lord—that 
I had made it my temple—that you had, and ever 
would give it, and all its concerns, into my 
hands; and then tell him, if he defiles it, God 
will deſtroy him? And why did you not cry to 
me, My father! my father! ſee, I beſeech thee, 


my ſoul's defire 1s to © keep under my body; but 


the fleſh alone is too ſtrong for me? How much 


more, when aided by the ſtrong man armed? 1 
am thy child, though à weakly one; and if thou. 
ſuffereſt me to be naked, or in rags, or to become 


© the reproach of the fooliſh, (Pſalm xxxix. 8.) 
the enemy will ſay, Where is now thy God on 
whom thou doſt call?“ How ſhall I anſwer him? 
Or what wilt thou do for thy great and holy 
name? I ſay, if thou hadſt thus come unto me, 
thou mighteſt have had peace all the time thou 
haſt been at war; but, be of good cheer, I will 
rebuke Satan under thy feet ſhortly,” and ſweetly 
incline thine heart to walk in this, and in every 
way thar is pleaſing in my ſight; ſo that thy of- 
fering or ſacrifice ſhall be a ſweet ſavour to me, 


the fruit of filial love, and not the ſervile offering 


of a ſlave, which, being wrought by the fleſh, 
and that grudgingly, without the leaſt delight in 


the ſpirit, are all earthly, carnal, and ſenſual. And 


I will alſo cauſe you to learn wiſdom and expe- 
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rience by theſe: ſtruggles that ye have ſufftred; 
for by theſe things men live, arid in all theſe 


things is the life of the ſpirit.“ They will teach 


you, on future occaſions,” when aſſaulted by the 
enemy, and eſpecially when preſſed out of mea- 
ſure, not to contend thus with them, but on the 
firſt attack to fly unto me as a little child to its 
parent's arms: be aſſured I will never fail you, 


but always ſuccour and defend you ſo faithfully, 


that, until your enemy can conquer me, he 


never ſhall conquer you, while you take refuge in 


my arms. And as I have commanded you to ab- 
ſtain from all appearance of evil, ſo will I ſanc- 
ufy you wholly; and, while you thus live by faith 
upon me, F will preſerve your body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit blameleſs unto my coming; for I am faith. 
ful that calleth you, who alſo WILL DO i.” 
6 r. 

I cannot think that any argument can poſſibly 
go ſo far with the Chriſtian as the influence of 
love. If love will not prevail with him, all other 


arguments, motives, or reaſons, will only unite 
to increaſe the enmity, ſhut the mind -againſt - 


conviction, and harden the heart againſt all other 
intreaties and admonitions whatever, till the fool 
is fettered in the ſtocks, and the rod of correction 
drives his fooliſhneſs far from him, and conſtrains 
him to feek wiſdom of God, and bow, and kiſs the 
hand that ſmites. him. Various inſtances ſtand 
upon divine record, of God's deat children having 


their hearts ſo. obdurately bound up with - folly ; 


and what has been, may be again; therefore it 
may not be in vain to meet other arguments of 


e U ſubterfuge, 
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ſubterſuge, which do not ſeem to bear che ſpots of. 
God's children, but wear the aſpect of that pal- 
pable diſſimulation which charakte- * er 
crites in Zion. , 
One ſays, He chere pays ar tax o on BW 
powder becauſe it does not fall on the poor, hut 
is a juft diftin&tion between them and the rich.“ 
Who ſees not the diabolical foot of pride under 
this charitable cloak ? Let them open their naked 
deceitful hearts before God, and ſay, if that diſ- 
tinction would ſo delight them if their circum- 
ftances ranked them among the poor ? I am cer- 
tain it would not. Then let ſuch profeſſors be- 
ware how they lie to the Holy Ghoſt ; ſor with, 
all their pretended concern for the poor, they feel, 
not the leaſt pain at the miſery of thouſands who 
are bereft of bread by the Act; nor will their 
hypocritical charity give that guinea which they 
thus ſinfully offer to their idol, pride, and to 
promote the moſt diabolical of all purpoſes, 
(War, Oppreſſion, and Famine,) to feed or clothe 
them. 
Another acknowledges the vanity and iniquity 
of it, but ſays, I don't like to be fingular, 
| 2 at ſuch a time as this. . 
What is this but a bold declaration, that they 
will not follow their Mafter if he leads them 
through any confpicuous path of obliquity or dif- 
ficulty? If he and his followers will openly march 
through the field of ſcorn and reproach, they will 
not follow: they know. a more pleatant way to 
obtain their end ; for they can truly become all 
A to all * and run as faſt with a "n— 
D 2 „ 
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of Mammon in public, as their tongues can run 
with the diſciples of Chriſt in private. The 
Lord's commands, Be not conformed to the 
world “ Come ye out from among them, be 
ye ſeparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the 
- unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will 
be a father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and 
daughters, faith the Lord God Almighty'—w1 
| ſuit very well to thoſe poor burdened ſouls, who 
are almoſt diſtracted left they ſhould be ſhut out 
of Heaven; but as for us, we have the world to 
mind, and our families to provide for, ſo that we 
dare not do any thing that will offend the world, 
or leſſen us in their eſteem; for if they frown 
upon us, who will ſhew us any good ? Are ſuch 
half-hearted ones meet to be called the Lord's 
ſervants? Let them hear the Lord's own word in 
reply, (Math. x. 38.) „He that zaketh not his 
croſs and followeth after * is not worthy 
of me.“ 
Another profeſſor hypocritically lays, {© It is a 
ſcripture command to pay tribute.” | 
For the real and natural exigencies of ihe na- 
tion it undoubtedly is, and an honeſt upright 
man, ſuch as have learned to live with real depen- 
dance on the Lord, would always cheerfully con- 
tribute his quota, even if there was no tax to en- 
force it: but when the known and profeſſed pur- 
poſe for which ſuch a tribute is raiſed is fo diame- 
trically oppoſite to all humanity, honeſty, godli- 
neſs, or the welfare of the nation, as ſowing the 
helliſh ſeed of civil feuds among brethren in a 
5 nation, (Seo Jordan's Parliamentary 
| Journal 
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Tournal for April, 1794,) to promote that car- 
nage among themſelves which our murderous 
blades could not perpetrate upon them, —the 
righteous ſoul recoils with horror at the infernal 
deed, and nobly dares to be ſingular to the utmoſt 
extreme. For thus he argues— Shall I, who 
am the ſervant of Chriſt, a child of the Eternal 
God, to indulge my curſed pride wilfully con- 
tribute a mite to ſuch brutal and fatanical 
purpoſes? Shall I, who am the Lord's ſteward, 
and commanded by him to © honour God with my 
ſubſtance,” give a voluntary guinea, or even a 
farthing, towards deſtroying my fellow - crea- 
tures, the work of his hands, who made them for 
his own glory, and not for victims to gratify the 
brutal rage of infernal furies in human ſhape ?— 
Yea, rather let me beg my bread all my days, 
and grudge if I be not ſatisfied : let me become 
a horſe, a dog, or a toad, rather than ſo defile 
my hands and conſcience with my brother's 
blood, and lend my aid towards increaſing the 
artificial famine already in the land.” 
Such taxes as are laid on us by compulſion, I 
think Chriſtians are bound to ſubmit to, where 
they cannot avoid it without refiſting the ruling 
powers; becauſe by the compulſion it ceaſes to be 
the act of our will, which abhors the deed—juſt 
as a highwayman's piſtol may make it prudent for 
me to give him that which, as a voluntary act, 
would be injurious to myſelf and family, and a 
finful encouragement of vice and villany. 
On a proſpective view of the Act, with its con- 
| e circumſtances, through the divine tele- 
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Mao: of ſeripture, I cannot help looking at it 
(though the human part of the fcene is full of 
blood) as a wiſe diſpenfation of God, whereby he 
ſeems externally and vifibly to found the alarm 
more immediately to his profeſſing people, as he 


has done in all ages, when his fore judgements 


were about to. fall upon any land; and its lan- 
Stage is * Who is on the Lord's fide, who?” 


Believers who liſten to its import, and waſh their 


heads ſrom the harlot's filth, ſeem to receive the 
black mark of ſcorn and reproach in their fore- 
heads from the writer's inkhorn, as à token that 
they ſigh and cry for all the abominations that are 
done in. the land, wherefore the deſtroying wea- 
pon ſhall not touch them. (Ezek. ix. 4.) While 
thoſe who hear not his voice, nor obey the found, 
Uke the worſhippers of Baal, who are many, be- 


cauſe King Jehu profeſſes to ferve him much, re- 


cerve the idolators diſcriminating mark in their 


heads, and put on the faſhionable veſtments of 
Baal, which, while they fondly conceive” will be 
their commendation to the King, will probably 


prove the appointed mark of the Lord's flaughter- 


ing weapons, when he ſhall aan them to $0 | 
| through the land. | 


As for thoſe, profeſſors or profane, who pre- 
tend a ſteady attachment to reform, and can thus 
meanly and moſt ſervilely cover their real ſenti- 


ments with the duft on their heads, they are be- 


low reproof: for whether in or out of power their 
whole prineiple of action centres entirely in 'SBLF 2 


and by Solomon's philoſophy it is an invariable 


wie; » That, for a Piece of bread, ſuch men, in 
whatever 
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whatever they are intruſted, will en (See 
. XXVIIL 21.) 
Another, who calls himſelf the Lord's ſervant, 
Gays, If I knew it to be a fin, I would not do 
it.” How are you to know it? It is not in the 
fleſh, nor all the power of man, or utmoſt 
ſtrength of argument, to conv ince a ſoul of ſin. 
This is alone the peculiar prerogative of the Holy 
Ghoſt: and this I believe will be acknowledged 
by ſuch objectors. Now then I call their con- 
2 forth to anſwer this query Can you ſay 
confidently before God, you now it is not a fn? 
No: I am certain they cannot. Then your foul 
being in doubt, greatly tranſgreſſeth, according to 
Paul's doctrine, Rom. xiv. 23: He that doubt- 
eth is damned (or condemned in his own con- 
ſcience) if he eat, becauſe he eateth (or powder- 
eth) not of faith : for whatſoever 1s not of faith, is 
fin.” But I aſk again, Have you ſeriouſly ap- 
pealed to the Lord the Spirit, and earneſtly ſought 
for that- conviction of the truth in this matter 
which the Holy Ghoſt worketh? No. Then 
how do you expect to know whether it is fin or 
not? If your objection was founded on truth, 
and your deſire, to know whether it is fin or not, 
ſincerely upright, you, as a Chriſtian, commit a 
great ſin of, negligence in not enquiring of the 
Lord abouvit; who, reſpecting all things that we 
ſtand in need of, ſays, I will be enquired of by. 
the houſe of Iſrael to do thoſe things for them; 
though he had before promiſed to do them: and 
you-know the goſpel command 15, to pray always, 
3.6. Whenever we are in doubt about any thing that 
repens 
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reſpects our duty or obligations of love, or feel 
any want whatever, it is our privilege and duty to 
go inſtantly to the Lord and make our requeſt - 
known to him, wherever we are, or however oc- 
cupied. But the real tffth with ſuch is, (if they 
are really in Chrift,) that honeſt Conſcience knows 
it to be a fin, but the carnal heart and fleſhly 
deſires combine to impriſon him, and will not ſuf- 
fer him to ſpeak; or he would plainly tell them, it 
is manifeſtly ſinful, becauſe not done in faith, and 
that 1t is diſpleaſing to God, becauſe they cannot 
honeſtly and fincerely give thanks for it before 
him. Again, ſuch know, and are able alſo to 
teach others, the goſpel obligation to mortify the 
deeds of the body, and that if they are truly in 
Chriſt they are really no longer debtors to the fleſh 
to live after the fleſh, yet palpably condemn them- 

{elves in that thingwhich they allow themſelves in; 
for they dare not deny thay it is a finful indulgence 
of the fleth in the pride of life, and no ways pro- 
- fitable to the ſpirit, or in the leaſt degree uſeful 
or edifying to others, but quite the contrary ; for 
they know it is a ſhameful and horrible waſte of 


God's creature, which he ordained for the ſuſ- 


tenance of man's body, and not to feed their curſed 
pride; and that it makes the Lord's fimple ſeeking 
children to tranſgreſs: for it is certain, many ſin- 
cere Chriſtians who are weak, are, by the exam- 
ple of what are called Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and many great and eloquent profeſſors, embold- 
ened to do this, and many things, which their 
conſciences faithfully condemn ; and thus thefe 
are defiled through their pretended great know- 


ledge 
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ledge of goſpel liberty. A liberty the goſpel truly 
is from fin, and its ruling power; but in no ſcrip- 
ture can you find it as they thus make it, aliberty 
To six, becauſe their unfeeling conſcience ſuf- 
fers no remorſe in the act. Let ſuch duly meditate 

on the 8th of 1 Cor. eſpecially the 1 2th verſe, where 
the Apoſtle aſſures us that they who fin ſo againſt 
their weak brethren, sIN AGAINST CHRIST. 

The manufactured parſons or preachers ,who plead 
their privilege to powder by their exemption from 
the tax, under a certain income, I leave to walk in 
their own ways, as faithful prieſts of Baal or Mam- 
mon, with whom the goſpel precepts have nought to 
do; though, to anſwer their purpoſes, they call 

Jeſus their maſter, while they hold faſt the law of 
Moſes as their avowed rule of life, which ſays no- 
thing about conforming to the world, or taking 
up a croſs (out of love to him who hath redeemed 
our ſouls) as the law of liberty in Chriſt does. 

Some (I do not ſay Chriſtians, though attend-- 
ants on Mr. Cecil,) have been ſo ignorant and au- 
dacious as to plead for their ſinful conformity, 
that they ** ſuppoſe Chriſt conformed to the fa- 
ſhions and habits commonly worn in his day,” 
againſt the plain and expreſs word of truth, which 
aſſures us his coat was without ſeam, woven through- 
out, ſuch as I conceive never appeared among 
men before, fince Adam's tranſgreſſion. Beſides 
he himſelf aſſures us, that neither he nor his diſ- 
ciples were of the world; and, in proof thereof, 
cites the world's hatred of him and them, telling 
us, that 1f they were of the world they would be 
1 by the world. O that men would learn to 
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hold their. peace, and not talk about God, or 


Chriſt, or religion, till the Holy Ghoſt has taught 
them, out of the abundance of his grace in their 


hearts, to ſpeak right things concerning the King ; 


and then their tongue will be as the pen of a ready 
writer. 

Was I writing to ſelf-righteous —2 or what 
are termed moral honeſt churchmen, I ſhould 


adopt other arguments than thoſe of love; becauſe 


this deſcription of men have certain mental pow- 


ers which true believers in Chriſt have not, ab- 


ſtracted from him: as for inſtance—lIf the mere 
moraliſt has a defire to mortify himſelf in any ex- 
ternal thing that is viſible to others, he can pre- 
ſently do it, becauſe the ſelf- approbation he feels 
by the mental gratification of his pride, in being 


reputed good, wiſe, holy, liberal, or juſt, &c. 


will ſtimulate him to do much 8 to that ſe- 
cret idol. Nor can he poſſibly act on any other 


principle than one vice outweighing another; for, 


having no aſſurance, or even a ſcriptural ground 
to hope, that God loves him, it is impoſſible he 


cCan feel any love to God, conſequently he cannot 
offer any ſacrifice to him. But the poor believer 


in Chriſt finds no help from that principle. The 
world's approbation, or a good name among men, 
affords him no confolation ; all his defires are to 
be approved by his Maſter, let men think of him 


what they will. If his Divine Maſter appoints - 
him any work, honeſt Conſcience, with his goad, 
urges him on to the performance, and all his puny 


powers are called forth by a real deſire, through 
love, to . but, alas! he foon painfully finds 
— - is 


* 
his fleſhly deſires much too ſtrong far all his in- 
herent powers. What is the reſult? His honeſt 
mind, wearied with ſtriving, and ſenſible of his 
weakneſs, yet horribly afraid of being defiled by 
the uncircumciſed, and his ſoul grieved at the 
thought of his diſhonouring or diſpleaſing his 
gracious friend, he falls to crying to him who 
gave the command, for power to obey; and, if 
he delays to help, he will often remind him of his 
promiſe to work in him to will and to do, of 
his own good pleaſure; yea, his ſtruggling ſoul 
will even go ſo far as to wreſtle with the High and 
Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, and tell him, 
If thou doſt not help me to walk in that path 
through the wilderneſs whish thyſelf hath ap- 
pointed and commanded, the adverſary, who 


ſeeth me crying daily at thy footſtool, will ſay 


that my God, in whom I truſt, 1s not able to 
carry me through this great wilderneſs into the 
goodly land, as thou haſt promiſed.” Thus the 
poor lame believer takes the prey, and though he 
feels contemptible in his own eyes as a worm, 
As a prince he finds power with God and pre- 
vails.” Then he does not, like the moraliſt, ſay 
I can do, or have done, ſo and ſo, but aſcribes all 
the glory to his heavenly Father, and with holy 
exultation cries, ** The Lord hath done great 
things for me, whereof I am glad.” 

O that the Lord would ſuddenly come to his 
temple ! that the ſalvation of Iſrael would now 
come down again upon Zion, and give power to 
his ſaints, even the weakeſt of his flock, thus to 
wreſtle with him, that there gut be ſomething 

| = like 
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like the ſubſtance of faith found in the earth 


when the Son of Man cometh ! | 

If we take a moraliſt that is proud of the name 
of Philanthropos, and piques himſelf upon his 
feelings of humanity, his love of juſtice, peace, 
Equity, and piety, and convince him, that the cuſ- 
tom of wearing hair powder, 1n a time of ſuch ex- 
treme ſcarcity as the preſent, wherein thouſands 
periſh with hunger that might be ſupported by 
the quantity of fine wheat which is profuſely waſted 
in that curſed vanity, 1s contributing to their 
diſtreſs, and this argument alone will induce him 
to leave it off: And further, if you make him 


underſtand that the guinea he pays for his 11- . 
BERT to waſte, it is collected for and appro- 


priated to the deſtruction of mankind, by war 
and famine, his heart will riſe with indignation 
at ſuch brutal, ungodlike, and diabolical princi- 
ples ; and he would ſooner ſcatter his ſubſtance 
to the wind, than give it to ſuch ſatanical pur- 
Poſes, 

And, has the Chriſtian a privilege to do what 
morality and common honefty forbid, and human 


nature ſhudders at? No.— Then let all ſuch as 


will thus ſubſcribe their voluntary guinea to that 
great idol, vanity, and contribute ſo much to pro- 
mote the deſtruction of their own brethren, diſ- 
claim all pretenfions to that higheſt name of man, 

A Chriftian. And if they will ftill hold that fa- 
cred and exalted name, while they have the auda- 
city and impudence thus openly to avow their un- 


godly attachment to the world, and thus wickedly 


do ſacrifice to the accurſed idol, in the name of 
ou 


( 33 ) 
eur God, and by the aid of his ſpirit, may every 
true and faithful ſervant of Chriſt as courageouſly 


ſet his face againſt them, and according to Apoſto- 
lic order, From ſuch withdraw themſelves, and 


have no fellowſhip with them, not ſo much as to 


eat with them: No, but rather reprove them ;” and 


thus, by word and deed, waſh our hands from 


their iniquity, by ſhewing our abhorrence of all 
ſuch abominable, bloody, and deceitful princi- 
ples. And let us leave the fawning hypocrites in 
Zion to light a candle to the Devil, and hold in 
ſecret right ſentiments that they dare not openly 
avow. 

If thoſe who call Chriſt their Maſter, and pre- 
tend to have their truſt in God, will, after ſuch 
admonitions, ſtill ſtrive vilely and publicly to 
ſerve the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, let us 
plead in ſecret with the Lord againſt them, as 


thoſe ſtumbling-blocks in Zion, which make the 


Lord's people to tranſgreſs; of whom Paul ſays, 
. would they were even cut off that trouble 
you.” 

It 1s more than probable that ſome of my friends 
will feel extremely hurt by theſe pages, and be 
highly offended with the Author for publiſhing 


them; but I cannot help it. If I ſhould ſeek. 


only to pleaſe men, I could not be the ſervant of 


_ Chriſt; and though I ſenſibly feel the obligations 


wherewith they have bound me to them, as a 
ſtrong cord, yet when their pleaſure ſtands in 
competition with my Saviour's honour, and his 


people's good, to edification, I cannot, I dare 
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not give ſuch place to my knowledge of men 


after the fleſh, as wilfully to deſert his cauſe, for . 


fear of diſpleaſing any man, or even facrificing 
my own temporal advantage. But this I know 
if they love the Lord in truth, whoſe ſervant I 
am, they will love the man who ſmites them in 


his name, and will, like David, efteem the re- 


proof an excellent oil. 

The thoughts of writing and onblifking theſe 
hints have theſe two months laid with weight on 
my mind, but have been omitted through the ur- 
gency and multiplicity of temporal and domeſtic 
avocations, and which I have often felt a defire to 
make an excufe for declining the taſk ; eſpe- 
cially when I heard that a Miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt had it in contemplation to take up the ſub- 


ject, I thought myſelf fairly exempted from the 
painful taſk of coming forth again to the world 
as a reprover in the gate. But the Lord having 
moved that perſon from theſe parts to labour in 
his vineyard for ſome time in the North, I knew 
not how to excuſe myſelf any longer, conſcience 


having, for many days, ſmitten me with this 


reproach, viz. you can find time to work for 
yourfelf, who are not your own, while my work, 
whoſe ſervant you are, 1s wholly untouched. 


'Thus rebuked from day to —_ it was N | 


to forbear any longer. 

Let me but ſee my Maſter's Coils | ſeating this 
work of his unworthy and\dilatory ſervant to the 
profit and edification of his children, and I ſhall 
be * ſatisfied for my labour. As for 
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pecunĩary profit, I look for none from it, how- 
ever men may accuſe me; for I have ſtrictly de- 


voted whatever it may preduce by the ſale of 1t, 


after the real expence of printing, &c. is diſ- 
charged, to thoſe poor who hunger for the bread 
that the powdered heads deprive them of. 

I hope that no one who may have previous to, 


nin conſequence of this publication forſook 


that vanity, will reaſon himſelf into a perſuaſion 
that he is a Believer in Chriſt becauſe he has done 
ſo. No.—Let men beware how they offer the 
facrifice of fools. The Lord reapeth not his fields, 


nor dreſſeth his vineyard, by the labour of other 


men's ſervants : he aſketh no labour of love, but 


from his own children. If you have not, pre- 


vious to your facrifice, a well-grounded hope that 
your perſon is accepted by him, forbear to offer 
it on any other altar than mere mora? ſuaſion of 
civil right and wrong, left, like Cain, your per- 
ſon and offering be rejected together. 

'To all that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſince- 
rity and truth, and manifeſt their love by their 
obedience to the law of liberty and love, which - 
teaches the ſervants of Chriſt to forbear even 
lawful things, when 1nexp-dient, rather than 
give an occaſion of offence to the weakeſt of his 


_ flock; to ſuch, I ſay, my heart glows with ge- 


nial warmth when and wherever I can diſcern it, 
whether they be poor or rich; and to them my 
affections are united, as children with me of the 
ſame Father, and brother to. a real member of 
Chriſt, who, from a deep ſenſe of his immenſe 
weight of guilt, and moſt aggravating and ac- 
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cumulated ſins and tranſgreſſions, - hich are all 


moſt freely and fully —— 18 _—_ to 
ſtyle himſelf g * 


The very chiefeſt of Sinners ſuved, | 
And Servant of the Servants of bis Lord, 


MICHAEL NASH, 


July 8, 1793. 


P. S. I have ſince XY of ſome who plead i in 
their defence the Lord's command to anoint the 
head, &c. not conſidering, that anointing has 
been a cuſtom from the beginning, and, in warm 
climates, is eflential to health; as well to prevent 
profuſe perſpiration, as to repel the damps which 
the natives are liable to, from their habits of ſit- 
ting and lying on the ground. 

Others ſay, the quantity uſed cannot, increaſe 
the ſcarcity, and reckon only one pound per head 
annually. But I know a hair-dreſſer who avers, 
that in common he uſed one pound on one perſon 
at each dreſſing; and that he once put four pounds 
and a half in one head at once, and another 
- drefler uſed five pounds at one dreſſing. And the 
newſpapers have aſſerted, that the conſumption 
of wheat for hair- powder and ſtarch amounted to 

one: twentieth part of the whole produce. 
Be that as it may, ſuch cavillers are not re- 
queſted to offer any ſacrifice to the Lord, until 
they have firt given themſelves up to him, and 
then he will lead them into all trum. 
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